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Malaria endemicity in Kenya
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Malaria in pregnancy - Geographic Coverage

1. 14 malaria endemic counties
a. Lake endemic - 8
b. Coastal endemic – 6



Malaria Policy documents
Kenya Malaria Strategy 2009-2018 (revised 2014)National Malaria Policy 2010 National guidelines for diagnosis, treatment and prevention of malaria in Kenya - 2016

The policy documents are intended to provide guidance to programs and implementing partners on malaria control in Kenya 



National Malaria Policy 2010
The policy document 
• Is intended to serve as a guide to health workers and all partners involved in planning, resource mobilization and implementation of malaria control in Kenya. 
 Recommends that all pregnant women in malaria-endemic areas 

o Receive free intermittent preventive treatment of malaria in pregnancy using sulfadoxine pyrimethamine (IPTp-SP) 
o Have access to free malaria diagnosis and treatment when presenting with fever
o Have access to long-lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs) 



Kenya Malaria Strategy 2009-2018 (revised 2014)
• Malaria in Pregnancy: 

• IPTp shall only be implemented in the malaria endemic zones. 
o All pregnant women in the 14 malaria endemic counties shall receive at least three doses of IPTp with SP at ANC
o Appropriate IPTp messages and materials will be disseminated. 
o CHVs and health workers will sensitize pregnant women on early ANC attendance to receive IPTp doses under observation

.

• LLINs: To pregnant women and children aged under one in all malaria prone areas through Antenatal Care (ANC) and child welfare clinics.

• Case Management: 100% of all suspected malaria cases presenting to a health provider managed according to the National Malaria Treatment Guidelines by 2018

The strategy articulates the efforts required to scale up malaria control



National guidelines for diagnosis, treatment and prevention of malaria in Kenya - 2016

Severe malaria in pregnancy
• The recommended medicine for severe malaria in pregnancy is 

parenteral artesunate. In the absence of artesunate, artemether 
or quinine can be given.

Uncomplicated malaria in pregnancy
• The recommended treatment for uncomplicated malaria in the first trimester is a 7-day therapy of oral quinine. Do not withhold artemether-lumefantrine or any other treatment in 1st trimester if quinine is not available 
• Artemether-lumefantrine is recommended treatment in the 2nd and 3rd trimesters.. Oral quinine may also be used but compliance must be ensured

The guideline document is intended to serve as a guide to all health professionals and all partners involved in the implementation of malaria case management in Kenya



The Memo

Memo signed by two directors of Health on April 14, 2011



Memo Re-stating Current IPTp Guidelines
• In April 2011, staff from the Kenyan ministry of health orientated core members of the District Health Management teams in western province on 2010 IPTp policy guidelines
• The guidelines stated that:

• Administer IPTp with each scheduled visit after quickening to ensure women receive a minimum of 2 doses• IPTp should be given  at an interval of at least 4 weeks (1mo)• Folic acid tablets should ONLY be administered 14 days following administration of SP as IPTp (high dose of folic acid-5mg has been shown to reduce Pregnant• SP as IPTp is safe up to 40 weeks of pregnancy-even 1 dose is beneficial for the woman presenting late in pregnancy• IPTp should be given under DOT-even on empty stomach



NATIONAL POLICY GUIDELINE ON LOW DOSE  FOLIC ACID
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